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Natil anti-war forces unite to demand ...

INO WAR ON IRAN!

Special to the Defender

Representatives from a broad range of
national and regional anti-war coalitions and local
organizations have issued a strong condemnation
of any military attack, sanctions or internal
interference in Iran.

In additon, several organizations are calling
for intensifying protests to press the issue.

Responding to a call by

major anti-war coalitions, which in the past have
not always worked together. These included Act
Now to Stop War & End Racism (A.N.S.W.E.R),
Troops Out Now Coalition (TONC), United for
Peace and Justice (UFPJ) and U.S. Labor Against
the War (USLAW). Dozens of statewide and
local networks were also represented.

Rostam Pourzal, U.S.

the newly formed National
Assembly to End the Iraq
War and Occupation, more
than 400 anti-war activists
gathered June 28 and 29 in
Cleveland, Ohio.

The stated goal of
the conference was to
mobilize the anti-war
movement for one day of
mass protests next spring

Defenders
endorse call for
Aug. 2 protests
against attack

on lran.
See page 5

president of CASMII, and
Phil Wilayto, editor of
The Richmond Defender
and organizer of the
2007 People’s Peace
Delegation to Iran, held
a workshop on Saturday,
June 28, to draw attention
to the increasing threats
against Iran.

They also drafted a

with the single demand
of an immediate withdrawal of all U.S. forces
from Iraq.

But the conference also adopted a resolution
opposing any military attack on Iran after
representatives of the Campaign Against
Sanctions & Military Intervention in Iran
(CASMII) and the Richmond-based Defenders
for Freedom, Justice & Equality led an effort to
broaden the new network’s mission.

Both groups are afyliates of the Virginia
Anti War Network (VAWN), which endorsed the
effort to raise the issue of Iran at the conference.

Although some 70 percent of the U.S. public
now favors withdrawal from Irag, there has been
no national anti-war conference or mobilization
in the U.S. this year, in part because activists and
other people of conscience are distracted by the
November presidential elections.

In this context, it was signiycant not only that
the Cleveland conference took place, but that it
included among its speakers leaders of most of the

resolution calling on the
National Assembly to declare its unequivocal
opposition to:

(1) any military attack on Iran, by the U.S.,
Israel, or any other country acting at the behest
of the U.S,;

(2) the imposition or continuation of
sanctions, whether economic or military, against
Iran; and

(3) any attempt by the U.S. government or
any of its agencies to interfere with or inpuence
the internal political process in Iran.

Addressing more than 30 workshop
participants, Pourzal answered the main U.S.
lies — that Iran is attempting to develop nuclear
weapons, that it is a military threat to the United
States and Israel, that it sponsors terrorism and
that it is a source of instability in Irag.

Wilayto discussed how activists can more
forcefully raise the issue of an attack on Iran in
their ongoing work.

See IRAN on PAGE 5
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Members and supporters of the Defenders’ Sacred Ground Historical
Reclamation Project appeal to passing motorists to help save Rich-
mond’s “Burial Ground for Negroes.” The June 14 vigil was one of many
being held at the Gabriel Marker on East Broad Street overlooking the
VCU parking lot that now covers the Burial Ground.

Struggle heats up to
reclaim Richmond'’s’
African Burial Ground

By Ana Edwards

It was a chance encounter that just may have saved Richmond’s oldest
Black cemetery.

Richmonders Shanna Merola and Kenneth Yates were downtown this
past May, visiting the parking lot that covers Richmond’s “Burial Ground for
Negroes.” The 1.6-acre site lies just north of East Broad Street, between the
entrance to 1-95 and the CSX railroad tracks.

See BURIAL on PAGE 7

HUD vouchers fail Dove Court
tenants - next up: Gilpin

By Phil Wilayto

Immigration raids spread fear
& pghtback throughout Virginia

By Phil Wilayto

So much for housing vouchers.

The Richmond Redevelopment & Housing
Authority, or RRHA, was hoping that its
renovation of the Dove Court public housing
community would be a model for future
renovations. The 59 units in the Highland
Park complex are to be replaced with 64
townhouses that would then become the core
of a new “mixed-income” community.

You know, break up the “concentrations
of poverty” and spread them out among
middle-class homeowners.

It’'s so much easier than actually
addressing the issue of poverty itself.

If it works, RRHA could move on to
redeveloping other communities, starting

with Gilpin Court, the 783-unit complex
that sits on what has become prime real
estate, just north of rapidly gentrifying
Jackson Ward.

The problem is — as housing advocates
across the city have pointed out — there’s
not enough low-income housing in the city
to move people into before their public
housing homes are torn down.

Not even with vouchers.

Case in point: as of late May, almost
two dozen Dove Court families were still
struggling with ynding landlords willing to
accept their Section 8 housing vouchers.

One ofthose was Mitzi Styles, president
of the court’s tenants’ council.

See RRHA on PAGE 3

May 7 started out as just another
workday at the new Federal Courthouse
under construction at 7th and Broad streets
in downtown Richmond.

“We were just standing there working,”
a construction worker across the street at
the Performing Arts Center told Channel
12 News. “Next thing you know, one guy
just yelled “police!””

That’s when federal agents from the
Department of Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) jumped out of vans and
surrounded the seven-story courthouse,
grabbing anyone who ran.

Meanwhile, State Police ofycers were
on the streets keeping trafyc moving in

the area of the building. Richmond police
ofycers were not involved in the raid.

Thirty-three workers were arrested:
29 men and four women. They were from
Mexico, Guatemala, Honduras, El Salvador
and Nicaragua — all countries that have
seen poverty rates skyrocket in the current
global economic slowdown.

Richmond’s Channel 8 reported that
the arrested workers were held in the new
courthouse’s own recently completed
detention cells.

Immigrant rights workers in the area
associated with the Virginia Immigrant
Peoples Coalition (VIPC) immediately
went to work, trying to contact the

See RAIDS on PAGE 4

’If a race has no history, if it has no worthwhile tradition, it becomes a negligible factor in the thought of the world,

and it stands in danger of being exterminated.” — Dr. Carter G. Woodson, 1933, “The Mis-Education of the Negro”
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THE DEFENDERS

for Freedom, Justice & Equality

PO Box 23202, Richmond, VA 23223
Ph: 804-644-5834 Fax: 804-332-5525
E-mail: DefendersFJE@hotmail.com
Web site: www.DefendersFJE.org

The Defenders for Freedom, Justice &
Equality is an organization of Richmond-
area residents working for the survival
of our community through education and
social justice projects.

We started out in June 2002. Many of
us had relatives in the Richmond City Jail or
state prisons and were concerned about the
physical conditions of these institutions.

As we worked around these issues,
we learned more and more about the
connections between jails, jobs, poverty,
racism, sexism, class, war and political
representation. We began to organize
around these issues as well.

We now have a bimonthly newspaper,
a weekly radio program and a Web site.
Our members meet twice a month to
discuss issues and plan actions. We are
afyliated with Blacks United for Action, the
Virginia Immigrant Peoples Coalition and
the Virginia Anti-War Network.

If you agree with the principles below
and want to work to make these ideals a
reality, we invite you to join us. Together,
we can make a real difference in the life of
our community.

WHAT WE BELIEVE:

We believe in Freedom.

We believe that all people must be
free to develop to their full potential as
human beings. We must be free from
hunger, from preventable diseases, from
homelessness, from ignorance. We must
be free to work and to provide for ourselves
and our families. We must be free to pursue
our education and to develop ourselves
culturally and spiritually. We must be free
from fear of the arbitrary use of police
power and from the physical and cultural
attacks of white-supremacist organizations.
Women must be free from physical, cultural
and emotional oppression. Children must
be free from dangers like lead poisoning,
asthma and sexual exploitation. Our youths
must be free both from police harassment
and the mindless violence of the streets.
We must all be free from unjust wars fought
in the interest of the wealthy few at the
expense of the struggling many.

We believe in Justice.

We believe that every human being
has the right to life, liberty and the pursuit
of happiness. And we believe that these
rights are meaningless unless we also
have the right to a job at a living wage, to
decent housing, to adequate health care,
to a meaningful education. We believe that
all people have the right to stand equally
before the law, to equal and fair treatment
by the police, by the court system and in
jails and prisons. And we believe that the
death penalty is the ultimate exercise in
injustice.

We believe in Equality.

Welive intherichestcountryinthe world.
But itis a country that owes its tremendous
wealth to the barbaric oppression of Black
labor on a historic scale, as well as the
theft of American Indian and Mexican
lands, the cruel exploitation of Asian labor
and the labor of waves of poor European
immigrants. This country does not belong
to the wealthy few who have claimed it for
their own. As human beings, we all have an
equal right to its resources. As descendants
of those whose blood, sweat and tears paid
cruelly for its development, we have a right
to collective reparations. And as people who
struggle every day with ongoing inequality,
we have the right to afyrmative action.

We believe that for any one of us to be
free, we must all be free. We believe that
for any one of us to have justice, we must
all have justice. We believe that equality for
anyone is impossible without equality for
everyone

As members of The Defenders, we
pledge ourselves to defend our community,
its men, its women and especially its
children, from all forms of oppression.

We pledge to yght for a world where
all people can live in dignity, freedom and
peace.

regional & national news

National conference
takes stock of Black Left

By Ana Edwards

Not too many years ago, leftist forces played
a leading role in the Black Liberation Movement.
Organizations on the front lines of heroic struggles,
such as the Black Panther Party and the Detroit
Revolutionary  Union  Movement (DRUM,
promoted an anti-capitalist, pro-socialist view in
their communities.

In an attempt to revive that tradition in a way
that’s relevant to today’s struggles, more than
80 people came together for the “2008 National
Gathering of the Black Left: Black Left Unity
Conference,” held May 30 through June 1 at the
Sonja Haynes Stone Black Culture and History
Center on the University of North Carolina campus
in Chapel Hill.

The goal was to develop a process for activating
united responses to issues and crises affecting the
national Black community.

The key points of discussion at the conference
were 1) making the Gulf Coast a key battleground
for the Black liberation movement; 2) building a
national Black united front; 3) developing a “We
Charge Genocide” campaign; and 4) evaluating the
priorities of the Black Left in the current electoral
period.

Conference endorsers and planners cited the
Gulf Coast disaster, the police murder of Sean
Bell in New York City and the Jena 6 crisis in
Louisiana as examples of a recent intensiycation
of the national oppression of Black people,

and of the need for national Black Left forces
to help provide political direction to the many
formations that could respond most strategically
and effectively to these and other attacks.
In particular, participants said, the failure of
contemporary Black liberation formations to
effectively defend the victims of the Gulf Coast
disaster demonstrated the need to reassess the
overall state of the struggle for black liberation.

Growing support by the Black masses for the
possible presidency of Barack Obama also means
that organized analysis and response to his campaign
and policy platforms are critical to ensure that the
needs of the Black, working poor and otherwise
politically and economically vulnerable people of
this country become a part of the public debate.

In other words, building Black Left Unity
is an essential part of the struggle to achieve and
maintain African-American self-determination.

From this conference emerged a structure based
upon regional representative groups to act as the
conduits for information between local communities
and a national “continuations committee.” Within
three months of the conference, local report-back
meetings are to be convened to share the goals of
the conference and get feedback for moving the
Black Left Unity process forward.

To learn more about the
Left Unity conference, please
www.WeChargeGenocide.org.

Black
visit

Organizations participating in the conference:

African American Institute for Public Policy, Alternate Roots, AYINET-USA, Black Radical Congress, Black
Workers for Justice, Black Workers League, Boston Rosa Parks Human Rights Coalition, Critical Resistance,
Defenders for Freedom, Justice & Equality, Fight Imperialism Stand Together (FIST), Freedom Road
Socialist Organization, Fruit of Labor, Grupo Afro Descendiente, International Longshore Workers Union
Local 10, Junebug Productions, KUUMBAReport Newsletter of Harambee Radio Online, Labor Community
Strategy Center, Malcolm X Grassroots Movement, Miami Workers Center, Million Worker March Movement,
Mississippi Workers Center for Human Rights, National Reparations Congress, National Coalition of Balcks
for Reparations in America (N\ICOBRA), North Carolina Public Service Workers Union - UE 150, Peoples
Organization for Progress, Philadelphia Black Political Party, Reconstruction Party Organizing Committee,
Rosa Parks Student Association, Sarah Lawrence College Katrina Solidarity Club, Southern Anti-Racist
Network, Troops Out Now Coalition, Unity & Struggle, US Human Rights Network and Workers World Party.

Photo by Barry Carter

Particpants in the Southern Route of the
Longest Walk 2 cross into Virginia from
North Carolina.

Native walkers declare:
o0All Life is Sacred,
Save Mother Earth’

They left San Francisco on Feb. 11. They
plan to arrive in Washington, D.C., on July 11.

They are Native Americans and supporters
re-enacting a historic spiritual cross-country
walk conducted in 1978.

The goal of the “Longest Walk 2”
is to awaken other Native Americans
and the general public to the ills facing
Native Americans today, the threats to the
environment and to inspire people to work
for “peace, for justice, for healing of Mother
Earth, for the healing of our people ....”

The Walk’s Southern Route, which passes
through Virginia, is being led by American
Indian Movement (AIM) co-founder Dennis
J. Banks, elders and some of the original
1978 Walkers.

Once in D.C., participants will hold a
series of events, including a pipe ceremony,
presentation of a Manifesto to Congressman
John Conyers, a water ceremony by the
Repecting Pool and a Pow Wow and concert.

For more information, photos and video
clips about the Walk, visit: www.longestwalk.
org.

Faith Conversations

Communities and Families are in Crisis!

Where is the Faith Community?

Please Join the Faith Community in

“Reaching Common Ground”
on Building Better Communities,

Strengthening Families and Saving Our Youth

Tuesday, July 29, 2008 from 9:30 am - 1:30 pm
at the Baptist General Convention, 1214 W. Graham St.

Guest Speaker
Dr. John W. Kinney

Dean of the School of Theology of Virginia Union University

Fellowship and Continental Breakfast begins at 9:30 a.m.
The Forum begins at 10:00 a.m.

Registration is free, but required to ensure
adequate lunch for all participants. Call (804) 231-3338

or e-mail mariefcenterprise@verizon.net.

Marie F. Coone
mariefcenterprise@verizon.net

(804) 231-3338

This program is supported by a grant from the Richmond Behavioral Health Authority
Prevention Services and the Virginia Department of Mental Health, Mental Retardation &
Substance Abuse.

The Richmond Defender

One-year individual subscription -- $15.00

One-year institutional subscription -- $25.00

One-year prisoner or inmate subscription -- $7.50

I would like to learn more about the work of the Defenders.

a single

Issue!

QueStionS? theactivehandministry@tahm.org

Rev. Junius Gash

(804) 222-6264

If you were homeless how would you ...
make your morning tea?

cut down on your electric bill?

On July 24, 2008 Homeward will conduct the
second annual summer census of the people
in our community living while homeless.

By partnering with individuals to conduct surveys
and becoming part of outreach teams you can help
Homeward gather the data that is used to prevent and
end homelessness in the greater Richmond region.

Visit www.homewardva.org or call (804) 343-2045
to learn how you can become a Summer Point-in-Time
Count Volunteer.

You make our census count.

Working to Prevent and End Homelessness

pick up your mail?
reduce waste?

tuck in the kids?
nd your quiet place?

Tomeward

————
e —

Name

Address / City / State / Zip

Please make checks or money orders payable to: Defenders Publications, Inc.
Return with payment to: The Richmond Defender, PO Box 23202, Richmond, VA 23223
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NEWS U CAN USE

Free summer meals

Did you know that children between the
ages of one and 18 can receive free meals
during the summer months? From June 16
through Aug. 29, the Richmond Depart-
ment of Parks & Rec serves breakfast,
lunch and dinner to children at more than
120 locations through its participation in
the U. S. Department of Agricultureis Sum-
mer Meals for Kids Program. No registra-
tion is required, and all meals are free. For
a location near you, call (804) 646-5752.

Food-buying co-op
accepting members

The Earthlings Co-op is a Richmond club that
collectively purchases organic and natural
food products with an eye to buying healthy
foods at reasonable prices. The co-op is now
accepting new members. For information, log
onto http://earthlingsco-op.info.

Financial workshops

The Virginia Society of CPAs will present
two free ynancial workshops this sum-
mer for the general public. “Exercise Your
Financial Future” (11 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.,
Thursday, July 17) will explore budgeting,
saving, insurance strategies, retirement
planning, money management, ynancial
planning and more. iBuy Smart, Borrow
Smart” (11 a.m. - 1:30 p.m., Thursday,
Aug. 14) will address topics such as
renting versus buying, mortgage basics,
choosing the right home, tax implications,
home equity and rental and vacation prop-
erty. Both workshops will be held at the
Richmond CPA Center, 4309 Cox Road
in Glen Allen. Complimentary lunch. Free,
but register online at www.FinancialFit-
ness.org or call (800) 341-8189.

Another chance to review
City’s Draft Master Plan

On Monday, July 7, the public will get
another chance to review changes in
Richmondis Draft Master Plan, which cov-
ers proposed changes to the cityis down-
town area. A public hearing is scheduled
for 6:30 p.m., 5th poor conference room,
Richmond City Hall, 900 East Broad St. A
copy of the revised plan is available online
at www.richmondgov.com/departments/
communityDev/DownTownMasterPlan.
aspx, and at the cityis public libraries. For
more information, contact Brooke Hardin,
City of Richmond. Call (804) 646-6310 or
e-mail Brooke.Hardin@richmondgov.com.

Beating the summer heat

Richmondis hot and humid summers can
be brutal. You can protect yourself by
drinking lots of water and avoiding pro-
longed exposure to the heat. The elderly
with heat-related issues can contact the
cityés Adult Protective Service Unit at
(804) 646-7367. For information regarding
cooling services, contact the Department
of Social Services Fuel Assistance Ofyce
at (804) 646-7046. In the event of a heat-
related emergency, call 911.

Tenant-landlord issues?

Counselors at the Virginia Department of
Agriculture & Consumer Services answer
questions about landlord-tenant problems
and other consumer issues through the
Consumer Protection Hotline: (804) 786-
2042 in Richmond and (800) 552-9963 in
the rest of Virginia. For information about
the rights and responsibilities of both ten-
ants and landlords, go to the Department of
Housing & Community Developmentis Web
site (dhcd.virginia.gov) for a handbook with
information about the Virginia Residential
Landlord & Tenant Act. For information
about your own case, call the Consumer
Protection Hotline or the Virginia Lawyer
Referral Service at (804) 775-0808.

‘Medical Respite’ open

The Daily Planet Medical Respite is

a 20-bed center designed to provide
convalescent care for up to 30 days for
individuals who have been discharged
from hospitals but lack appropriate living
arrangements to support their recu-
peration. Open since July 1, the center
provides a much-needed service to men
and women experiencing a health crisis
while homeless. For information contact,
call (804) 329-1751.

community news

Photos by Phil Wilayto

Richmond’s mayoral candidates, from left: Paul Goldman, Robert J. Grey Jr., Dwight C. Jones, William J. Pantele and Lawrence E. Williams Sr.

Jones, Pantele endorse i1-1 replacementi at mayoral candidatesi forum

It was the yrst joint public appearance by
all yve candidates for the ofyce of Richmondis
mayor — and they got an earful.

More than 100 people attended a
fiListening Forumo held June 19 at Plant
Zero in Manchester. Co-sponsored by the
Richmond Crusade for Voters and the
Caoalition for a Greater Richmond, the eventis
format allowed the audience to ask questions
and make comments concerning the issues
they felt were most pressing for the city.

Many of the issues were important, if

expected: the quality of schools and bus
service, affordable housing, public safety
and problems associated with the cityls new
form of government in which the mayor is
elected in an at-large contest.

Comments by the candidates were
mostly of a general character, although
former mayoral aide Paul Goldman upheld
his reputation as an “idea man” by daring to
actually offer speciyc proposals.

On the other hand, Delegate Dwight
Jones and City Council President William

Pantele were the only candidates to directly
answer a question posed by the editor of The
Richmond Defender: Where do you stand on
the demand for one-to-one replacement of
existing public housing?

Both candidates endorsed the concept.

Future Crusade candidate forums are
scheduled for June 15, for Richmond School
Board candidates, and Aug. 19, for City
Council candidates. A second mayoral forum
is planned for September. The Crusade is to
make its political endorsements on Sept. 16.

iTam bour de Guinei
& Elegba in concert
at Dogwood Dell

Want to jump up and clap your hands?
Want to celebrate heritage and life itself
with traditional drummers, dancers and
singers?

Then be sure to be at Richmond’s
Dogwood Dell amphitheater on Thursday,
July 10, when the Elegba Folklore Society
presents a special concert titled “African
Dance, Music & the Oral Tradition.”

The free concert will feature dance,
music and folklore of the Manding cosmol-
ogy of West Africa, with choreography by
Mohamed Dacosta and Kadiatou Conte of
Guinea and Elegba’s own artistic director,
Janine Yvette Bell.

A centerpiece of the program will be
the premiere of Ms. Conte’s “Tambour de
Guine.” Hear stories and folktales, enjoy
the dancing and listen as the “Manding
Diali” or griot, plays his 12-string kora, a
harplike instrument made from a cut gourd
partially covered with cow skin.

“No matter your age or your back-
ground, the spirit and openness of the
Elegba Folklore Society will enchant you,
says Ms. Bell. “In a way that perhaps you
will expect or in a way that is totally spon-
taneous, your energy will blend beautifully
with ours, closing the gap between per-
former and audience.”

The concert, part of Richmond’s Festival of
the Arts, is scheduled to begin at 8:30 p.m. The
Dogwood Dell amphitheater is located in Rich-
mond’s Byrd Park, at the south end of the Boulevard.

For more information, call the Elegba
FolkloreSociety at (804) 644-3900 or visit
www.efsinc.org.

RRHA

“I’m not happy about the situation,”
Styles told the city’s daily newspaper, “and
a lot of my people in the community are not
happy about the situation. We’re moving by
force, not by choice.”

The tenants have until July 24 to leave
their homes so the buildings can be torn
down.

RRHA ofycials say that, if it comes to
it, the authority would temporarily move the
tenants into other public housing, then move
them again to permanent homes once they ynd
someone willing to accept their vouchers.

Styles said she’s not leaving Dove Court
for another RRHA complex.

The Dove Court residents may have found
housing by now, but the difyculties they had
don’t bode well for the hundreds of families
in Gilpin Court.

That’s why the demand of “one-to-one

(Continued from page 1)

Dr. John W. Kinney

Dr. Kinney to ask,
iWhere is the faith
community?’

Noted inspirational speaker Dr. John W.
Kinney, Dean of Virginia Union Universityts
Samuel DeWitt Proctor School of Theology,
is scheduled to address a July 29 forum in
Richmond called “Faith Conversations.”

The four-hour event, which will include
a panel discussion and “open dialog,” is de-
signed to further involve leaders of the faith
community in addressing the many pressing
issues facing Richmond-area residents

The forum is scheduled to start at 9:30
a.m. at the ofyces of the Baptist General Con-
vention of Virginia, 1214 West Graham Road
in Richmond. It is one in a series of events
called “Reaching Common Ground,” which
aims to “identify and solve problems and en-
hance service delivery intended to bring posi-
tive changes to the City.”

Previous forums have dealt with issues
such as parenting and ynancial ytness.

The series is funded by grants from the
Richmond Behavioral Health Authority and
Friends of Prevention Coalition, with support
from local nonproyts and religious organiza-
tions.

Attendance is free, but participants are
urged to register by July 15.

For more information, contact forum
conveners Marie F. Coone at (804) 231-3338
or the Rev. Junius Gash at (804) 222-6264.

replacement” is the only sane basis for any
renovation of public housing in Richmond.
Before you tear down one low-rent
housing unit, you have to build or ynd one
to replace it.
Otherwise, all you’re doing is evicting
the poor.

UPAL offers classes
at new Community
Training Center

How to save someone suffering a
sudden cardiac arrest. How to identify
and deal with mold in your home. How
to prepare for emergencies and organize a
Family Survival Kit.

These are some of the topics that will be
addressed at a series of classes offered by
United Parents Against Lead National, Inc.,
the organization known for educating the
public about and combating lead hazards.

The classes will take place at the newly
opened UPAL / Community Training Center,
located at 4809 Old Warwick Road in
Richmond. (Zip code 23224.)

Sudden Cardiac Arrest, or SCA, is when
the heart suddenly and unexpectedly stops
beating. Blood stops powing to the brain
and other vital organs. If not treated within
minutes, death usually results.

Each year, more than 200,000 people in
this country die of SCA. Up to 50,000 of
these deaths could have been prevented.

UPAL’s one-day “Disaster Preparedness”
class will cover Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation
(CPR), Automated External Deybrillator (AED)
and yrst aid as they relate to SCA.

Successful participation in the class will
result in a two-year certiycation.

This class is scheduled for 9a.m. -4 p.m.,
July 15. Itissponsored by the American Safety
and Health Institute and is partially funded
by the National Institute of Environmental
Health Sciences (NIEHS).

UPAL is also offering a two-day class
titled “Mold Remediation Training.” Topics
include learning what is mold; water damage
and mold; health effects; site assessment and
monitoring; proper PPE; APR and proper yt
testing; remediation techniques; and hands-
on activities.

This class is scheduled for 9 am. - 4
p.m., July 16 and 17. Training is presented by
the International Chemical Workers Union
Center (ICWU), in partnership with the
Community Action and Response Against
Toxics Team (CARAT), a special initiative
of the Coalition of Black Trade Unionists
(CBTU). It is partially funded by NIEHS.

To register for the classes, call Queen
Zakia Shabazz at (804) 308-1518 or (804)
475-3198. Participants may also register
on site on the day of the class, but space is
limited so preregistration is encouraged.

Want to reach tens of thousands of Richmond voters at a fraction of the cost of the
other publications? Then think about your ad appearing in 16,000 copies of THE
RICHMOND DEFENDER! Full-page ads are only $1,000. A 1/2 page, $500. A 1/4

page, $250. 1/8 of a page, just $125. 1/16th? $62.50. And a business card-sized
ad is only $35. For full color, add just 25%. Discounts are available for multiple ads.
DON’T DELAY, CALL TODAY! (804) 644-5834
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Virginia and Texas

When it comes to fairness in the criminal
justice system, the state you don’t want to be
compared to is Texas.

But Virginia has now joined the home of
George W. Bush as the only states to have
carried out 100 executions since 1976, when
the death penalty was reinstated by the U.S.
Supreme Court.

Virginia reached that grisly milestone
June 25 when Robert Stacy Yarbrough was
put to death by lethal injection. The 30-year-
old prisoner was executed at Greensville
Correctional Center in Jarratt for the 1997
slaying of 77-year-old Cyril Hugh Hamby.

A moratorium had been imposed by Gov.
Timothy Kaine while lawsuits challenging
execution by lethal injection worked their
way through the courts. Kaine says he
personally believes the death penalty to be
morally wrong, but nevertheless lifted the
moratorium in April after the U.S. Supreme
Court ruled that the method of lethal injection
used in dozens of states is constitutional.

Virginia prisoner Kevin Green was
executed in May. Percy Walton, convicted of
three murders, was scheduled for execution
June 10, but the governor commuted the
sentence to life without parole, citing
Walton’s mental state. The decision also
came after Kainefs ofyce was deluged with
objections from death penalty opponents.

Two other Virginia prisoners, Christopher
Scott Emmett and Kent Jermaine Jackson,
are scheduled to be executed in July.

Texas reinstituted its own death penalty in
1976. Since then, it has put to death 406 people.

Virginia resumed executions in 1982.

Police chief search
team still searching

The Executive Search Committee
Richmond Mayor L. Douglas Wilder
announced on June 26 is still looking for a
replacement for former Police Chief Rodney
Monroe, who left the city earlier in June to
take the Top Cop position in Charlotte, N.C.

Longtime leading Ofycer David McCoy
is presently serving as Interim Chief.

These are the committee members chosen
by the mayor:

Eva Teig Hardy — Executive Vice
President for External Affairs and Corporate
Communications at Dominion. (You know
Dominion T its subsidiary Dominion Virginia
Power is raising our electricity rates by 18
percent.) Previously served on Wilder’s
Human Services Committee. Secretary of
Health and Human Services under Gov.
Gerald L. Baliles.

Sharon Burton — Richmond school-
teacher and community activist. Served on

the Wilder Transition Committee. Seventh
District Representative on the Mayor’s
Neighborhood Roundtable, the parallel
structure Wilder set up to try (in our opinion)
to undermine City Council.

Michael T. Byrne — Owner of Richbrau
Brewing Company, the Shockoe Bottom
business that in November 2006 refused
entry to a Sikh business executive because
he refused to take off his turban, a religious
requirement for men of his faith. Served on the
Richmond Police Chief Search Committee in
2005 when Chief Monroe was chosen.

Mike Herring — Richmond Common-
wealth’s Attorney.

Jeff Neal - Northside business owner
and a former president of the Brookland Park
Area Civic Association.

Former Wachovia Bank President James
Cherry will serve as a consultant to the
Search Committee. Cherry, who now lives in
North Carolina, chaired the 2005 committee.

Visiting Va. prisoners

Building state prisons in Buchanan and
Wise counties in western Virginia brings
jobs, tax money and even increased political
representation to rural Republican areas.

It also means that many Richmond-area
families can’t afford to visit their loved ones.

That’s why the prisoner advocacy group
R.1.H.D.(Resource Information Help for the
Disadvantaged) offers a nonproyt transpor-
tation service for families with friends and
relatives incarcerated in faraway Virginia
prisons.

The package deal includes round-trip
transportation from Richmond to Keen
Mountain, Red Onion and Wallens Ridge,
plus a one-night hotel stay.

The next trip is scheduled for the week-
end of July 19-20. Departure time is Friday
at midnight, from Fairyeld Commons Mall
on Nine Mile Road. Pick-ups and drop-offs
are available at no extra charge from Amtrak,
Greyhound, Asian Bus and the Richmond In-
ternational Airport.

The cost of transportation is $85. (This is a
slight increase, due to higher gas prices.) Hotel
rates at Keen Mountain are $50 for a single
room (one queen-sized bed) or $75 for double
occupancy (two queen-sized beds). The Red
Onion and Wallens Ridge rates are $60 for a
single and $90 for double occupancy.

A $50 nonrefundable deposit is required,
with the balance to be paid by July 11.

R.I.H.D., founded and directed by Lillie
Branch-Kennedy, meets on the third Wednesday
of every month from 5 to 8 p.m. at Wesley Memo-
rial United Methodist Church, 1720 Mechanics-
ville Turnpike in Richmond (zip code 23223).

For more information, call R.I.H.D. at
(804) 562-2123 or log onto www.rihd.org.

RAIDS

families of the arrested workers. They
quickly learned that some of the workers
had been taken to jails in Virginia Beach, far
from their families. In some cases, they were
able to locate the workers and arrange for
legal representation. They also began raising
donations of food, diapers and baby formula
to assist the families who were now without
their primary breadwinner.

There was also a political response.
Members of VIPC, other area human rights
groups and family members of some of
those arrested quickly called a meeting to
organize a protest, which took place just two
days after the raid outside the new federal
courthouse. More than 40 people took part,
including members of the VIPC, Richmond
Students for a Democratic Society, Virginia
Anarchist Federation, People United and the
Defenders.

Among the speakers was Defender Ana
Edwards, who compared the ICE raids to the
slavery-era practice of deliberately breaking
up Black families .

“This tactic of separating families is
an old tactic,” Edwards told the protesters.
fiThey did it during slavery to make proyt
and to demoralize people. They did it to the
Native Americans to assimilate people and
take away their values. Here we are again
in present times where the ICE raids repress
workers and families.”

The speakersatthe protest were repeatedly
interrupted by passing motorists who honked
their horns while giving a thumbs-up sign.
Nearly every passing city bus driver -
almost all of whom were African-American,
expressed their support in some way.

(Continued from page 1)
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A sign at the Richmond protest con-
demning the May 7 ICE raid in which 33
immigrant workers were arrested.

The contractor for the courthouse project
is D.C.-based Tompkins Builders, Inc.,
which is owned by Turner Construction.
Immediately after the raid, Turner issued a
statement saying that those arrested were not
employees of either Turner or Tompkins, but
had been hired by subcontractors.

ICE apparently waited to carry out the
raid until the courthouse was nearly ynished.
The $104 million building is scheduled to
open this summer.

As of Defender press time, it still is
not known whether the families of those
arrested ever received their relatives’ last
paycheck.

PW County residents air grievances

The past few months have seen federal
raids on undocumented workers in Richmond,
Leesburg, Harrisonburg and Amelia County,
among other places. But the epicenter for the
immigrant rights struggle in Virginia is still
Prince William County.

In response, the county-based human rights
group Mexicanos Sin Fronteras (Mexicans
Without Borders) decided to raise the struggle
to a new level. They planned a public hearing
June 10 on immigrant grievances and invited a
representative from the United Nations to come
and listen.

Jorge Bustamante, the UN Special
Rapporteur on the Human Rights of Migrants,
agreed to attend. (A rapporteur is someone
appointed by a deliberative body to investigate
an issue.)

But at the last minute, word came from the
UN representative that, due to “unforeseeable

circumstances,” he would have to postpone his visit.

The organizers decided to go ahead with
their plans and were able to arrange for a
representative from the independent Mexican
Human Rights Commission to hear the
testimony, which they also planned to forward
to Bustamante.

Onthe day of the hearing, hundreds of people
crowded into the large hall. Dozens testiyed
publicly about the abuses they had suffered or
witnessed since the county passed a draconian
anti-immigrant resolution in October.

Since the hearing, Mexicanos Sin Fronteras
has been continuing the hard work of informing
the immigrant community about their rights.

Donations to support the work of Mexicanos
Sin Fronteras may be sent to the organization at
PO Box K, Woodbridge, VA 22194.

For more information, visit MSF’s Web site
at www.mexicanossinfronteras.org.
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